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As we move toward Christmas we are looking at “The Gifts of Christmas.” Starting last week with the gift of Expectancy.

Like the shepherd who kept watch out in the fields were told by an angle where they could find the baby Jesus if they looked, we too can expect to meet with Jesus when we seek Him.

We are going to watch a video by the Skitguys which will introduce us to this week’s gift, the gift of grace.

[Video]

Louis, the guy in the video, has a hard time understanding the whole concept of grace.

To be honest I think there are a lot of folks who struggle with the idea of grace.

For Louis the gift came in the giving.

Some might say that Louis got what he deserved in that video: a ride on the conveyer belt and some seriously painful injuries as a result of his seriously rude, obnoxious and painful responses to people. 

Others might say that Louis got what he did not deserve: a Christmas gift laced with grace from one of the people whom he so crudely offended in the store that day.

Regardless, Louis entered the store with pride and left with more humility than he probably realized he needed. 

And in his humbled state, Louis became a candidate to receive one of the gifts of Christmas: Grace.

The basic idea of grace is when we get what we don’t deserve. 

If you were speeding and you know you were speeding and you absolutely deserved a ticket and the officer says “I’m going to let you off with a warning today.” That’s grace.

If you are in line at the coffee shop and you are getting impatient and you finally get to place your order and the barista says, “That guy who was in front of you bought your coffee.” 

That’s grace. Grace is what Jesus offers to each person this Christmas.

For God so LOVED the world that he GAVE his only Son. He offers to you what you do not deserve, forgiveness. He offers you His love.

A person does not earn grace. Grace is a gift that only can be received. 

The Apostle Paul talks about this important gift of grace that has been given to us by God in the letter to the church at Ephesus. 

In Ephesians 2:8-9 Paul writes, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

In other words, the only way to “get saved” is by receiving a gift straight from the hand of God. This great gift is called grace. 

I think somewhere along in Louis’ past he likely received the gift of God’s grace into his life. But somehow the grace he received in the past got mixed up with religion and the need to be right. 

As Louis said, “All this time I’ve been bound up by religion. I don’t want to be bound up anymore.”

Religious determination and the need to be right all the time becomes wearisome. It causes a person to get bitter, angry and full of pride. 

That is part of what Paul is talking about in Ephesians. 

A person cannot earn the saving grace of God by being good enough or working hard enough. 

If someone could earn his or her salvation in such an effort-laden way then that person would be tempted to boast and be arrogant in the prideful accomplishment.

Louis winds up in a full body cast. Restricted. Bound up. He is the very embodiment of what religion can do to us. 

He was bound up mentally, emotionally, spiritually and because he let that get the better of him, he winds up being bound physically.

Louis was bound up, tied up, knotted up and clothed with religion and rules for much of his life. 

However, the gift of grace he received from the store clerk allowed a humble healing to take place. 

Life is more than being right. Life, as God intended, is about being right with our Creator God as well as being right with others. 

That is where the gift of grace comes into play. Grace is what enables right relationships to occur between God, others, and us. 

Grace is a gift. It must be received to be experienced.

Often times it must be extended to move back into right relationships with others with whom you may have conflict, disagreement or differences.

What’s your body cast this Christmas?

Is it the cards? You have to send a card to everyone on that list and you don’t even know half of them and if SHE didn’t send you a card last year well then off the list she goes.
Is it the gifts? Somehow we have learned how to celebrate the arrival of unconditional love into the world but standing in line to buy a video game called Zombie Death Annihilation Squad. 

AND why does that package under the tree with your name on it look suspiciously like a vacuum cleaner.

Is it the family? Dozens of relatives descending on YOUR house and eating YOUR food and offering advice on YOUR child rearing techniques and when HIS sisters show up with ONE count them ONE pie for 17 people well....

Maybe it’s church. Maybe the one place that’s supposed to free us to accept God’s love suddenly becomes the most restrictive. 

The writer, storyteller, humorist, and radio personality Garrison Keillor once said that God has a great respect for directors of Christmas pageants because he directed the first one.

Christmas can feel like a body-cast…can’t it?

Grace is ours to GIVE as well.

Can you let it go when someone takes the parking spot you’ve been circling the parking lot trying to find?

Can you let it go when the turkey is burned on the outside and pink in the middle, and extend grace to yourself?

How can we free others this season? How can we unbind someone else?
The prophet Isaiah said this:

I want you to remove the sinful chains, to tear away the ropes of the burdensome yoke, to set free the oppressed, and to break every burdensome yoke.

I want you to share your food with the hungry and to provide shelter for homeless, oppressed people.

When you see someone naked, clothe him!

Don’t turn your back on your own flesh and blood!

Then your light will shine like the sunrise; your restoration will quickly arrive; your godly behavior will go before you, and the Lord’s splendor will be your rear guard.

Then you will call out, and the Lord will respond; you will cry out, and he will reply, ‘Here I am.’

You must remove the burdensome yoke from among you and stop pointing fingers and speaking sinfully.

You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed.

Then your light will dispel the darkness, and your darkness will be transformed into noonday.

The Lord will continually lead you; he will feed you even in parched regions.

He will give you renewed strength, and you will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring that continually produces water.

Your perpetual ruins will be rebuilt; you will reestablish the ancient foundations.

You will be called, ‘The one who repairs broken walls, the one who makes the streets inhabitable again.’

ISAIAH 58: 6-12

Remember what Louis said, “Religion is wanting to be right but grace is wanting to be right with others and with God.”

Grace is God’s goodness and kindness freely extended to the utterly undeserving—you and me. 

Because of His grace, He offers salvation through Jesus Chris so that anyone who trust Him as Savior might have a new relationship with the Father.

Praise God for His unending grace this Christmas by extending the same kind of grace to your spouse, children, family coworkers, the stranger in the checkout line, and yes even to yourself.

Let God’s gift to the world shine in your heart and in how you treat those He came to die for, Merry Christmas!
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